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Much of child language production research has focused on how children learn
words and create a lexicon. One aspect of this concerns the sound structure of
children’s early words and how they are stored in the lexicon. Much of infant
speech perception research has focused on how children find words in
continuous speech (word segmentation) and how much detail they perceive and
store in the sound representations of words.
One of the most puzzling facts in acquisition is that in many respects patterns in
language production and perception show similarities. For example, in word
segmentation studies it has been shown that unstressed initial syllables are
typically ignored at the early stages of word segmentation. By the end of the first
year, however, infants are able to segment various types of words, including
words starting with unstressed syllables, like banana. Similarly, child language
production data typically show that unstressed syllables are not realised and
children often produce words like banana as nana. This is still happening in the
third year of life. Interestingly, there is a considerable gap in time between the
two phenomena:
This raises questions on (a) the nature of the representations in the mental
lexicon mediating between perception and production and (b) the nature of
development.
Over the past years we have investigated perception and production patterns
regarding place of articulation, where a similar gap has been suggested in the
literature. Typically, infants are claimed to have mastered the sound inventory of
their mother tongue before their first birthday. Yet the evidence for this in
production lags behind considerably. We provide an overview of several
production and perception studies regarding the acquisition of Place of
Articulation features of words in the lexicon of Dutch children. In this talk I
present several pieces to the acquisition puzzle, which will provide insights into
how the sound structure of words is represented in the lexicon.
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